US History Research Paper

Each of you will write a 3-5 (honors: 4-6) page paper about the topic you have chosen. This paper must have four (4) sources. I want at least one book, one encyclopedia, and one internet source. Mrs. Kampersal has put together a list of websites to help you. It can be found at www.kampersal.com/roy/links.htm Remember, search engines (google, yahoo) are not sources. Also, Wikipedia is not acceptable. In this paper you will address the four major subtopics below. 

1. Background: What was life like before A) your person took action or B) before your event happened?

2. Motivation: What inspired your person to act? What inspired / led to your event?

3. Action: What actions did your person take? What important actions occurred during the time you are researching?

4. Results: How did the historical movement/event or your person’s actions affect life in America, both over the short and long term?

Every research paper has a thesis statement. You will use some variation of one of the following sentences as your thesis statement.

Thesis 1: The history of the United States was changed forever by the actions of (your person). 
Thesis 2: The history of the United States was changed forever by the events that occurred as a result of (your event).

**Please type the paper using font size 12. Be sure to use in-text citations and a Works Cited page. Remember to use the MLA format help sheets given to you by myself and Mr. Vitullo.

	CATEGORY 
	5
	4
	3
	2

	Quality of Information 
	Information clearly relates to and develops the thesis. It includes several supporting details and/or examples. All information is accurate and relevant. 
	Information clearly relates to the thesis. It provides supporting details and/or examples. Information is mostly accurate and mostly relevant. 
	Information relates to the thesis. Inadequate details and/or examples are given. Some information is irrelevant. 
	Information has little or nothing to do with the main topic. Thesis is not developed. 

	Amount of Information 
	All topics are addressed and all questions fully answered. Length is within the limits of the assignment. 
	All topics are addressed and most questions answered. Length is appropriate. 
	Most topics are addressed, and most questions answered, but depth and length are inadequate. 
	One or more topics were not addressed. Length is clearly below the limits of the assignment. 

	Works Cited 
	All sources are accurately documented in the desired format on the Works Cited page. 
	All sources are accurately documented, but a few are not in the desired format on the Works Cited page. 
	All sources are accurately documented, but many are not in the desired format. 
	Some sources are not accurately documented. 

	Documentation 
	All sources are accurately documented in the correct format for parenthetical citations. 
	Most sources are accurately documented in the correct format for parenthetical citations. 
	Some sources are accurately documented, but some are not. Format is inconsistent. 
	Sources are not documented and plagiarism may have occurred. 

	Mechanics 
	No grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors. Format follows MLA conventions as given for this assignment. 
	Almost no grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors. Format mostly follows MLA conventions. 
	A few grammatical, spelling, or punctuation errors. Format has many errors in MLA conventions. 
	Many grammatical, spelling, or punctuation errors. MLA conventions not followed. 

	Length of Paper 
	Paper is at the proper length (3-5 pages)  (4-6 for honors)
	Paper is below the required length and/or does not use the proper font, size and/or margins. 
	Paper is significantly below the required length. 
	Paper is less than one page.

	CATEGORY
	10
	5

	Deadline
	Paper is handed in on the due date
	Paper is handed in late (3 days or fewer)


